
November 2, 2017

To Whom it May Concern

Re: Addendum to July 4, 2017 Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment in support of proposed Draft
Plan of Subdivision Lots 1 & 2 Municipal Compiled Plan No. 680 and Part of Lot 36 Concession
8 Township of North Dumfries 266 & 280 Northumberland Street, Ayr, ON, CHC Limited

The above captioned report was prepared in response to a Draft Plan of Subdivision application for the
properties at 266 and 280 Northumberland Street in Ayr.  The properties are of cultural heritage interest,
having been placed on the Township’s Heritage Register; they are not designated under the Ontario Heritage
Act.   The Township’s checklist of required items for a complete submission includes a Cultural Heritage
Impact Assessment (CHIA) for the subject properties to address the heritage resources which may be
impacted by the Draft Plan of Subdivision application.

The CHIA submitted to the Township concluded that ... Because the building has undergone such a dramatic
and irreversible change in the loss of two of its three storeys and half of its footprint, and because the
resulting remnant fails to illustrate the skill of the architect and the importance of the grand mansion on the
site, it has lost its significance.  The remnant has become a parody of the original.  The building is not of
cultural heritage significance; because of its dramatic and irreversible change in the loss of two of its three
storeys and half of its footprint.  It could be removed from the Township’s Heritage Register in the opinion
of the author.

The CHIA also concluded that ... The coach house, though re-purposed, retains its original form and
materials to a large extent.  Although a secondary building, it assists in demonstrating the story of the
Goldies on this site.  The building is of cultural heritage significance; it meets the criteria for designation
under the Ontario Heritage Act in the opinion of the author. and listed its heritage attributes.

The CHIA also noted that as a result of the proposed plan of subdivision ... Some of the trees that (that) may
date from the period of the construction of house and coach house will be removed.  and that Some of these
are potentially hazardous.  There is a potentially negative impact to mature trees that may date from the
John and David Goldie period.   As a mitigation measure it was noted that ... During the preparation of this
report, an assessment of alternative options to mitigate the loss of existing mature and potentially significant
trees was conducted, resulting in the redesign of the cul-de-sac bulb to retain an additional 11 trees
originally slated for removal. 

The remnant mansion and the coach house were reviewed using Regulation 9/06 criteria.  The landscape,
because it no longer contains its original attributes other that a few trees, and is only a portion of the original
property, was not subjected to those criteria.  This addendum addresses that fact.

As was noted, the 2017 property is considerably smaller than the original 7 acre landscape of the former

87 Liverpool Street, Guelph, Ontario N1H 2L2 519 824-3210 email: oscott87@rogers.com



Figure 1 1974 survey - 2017 property in green - MMM, December 1974

mansion.  The following figure from the CHIA shows the property in 1974 and in 2017.
  

The original landscape contained:
• numerous trees, mostly exotic and/or horticultural specimens; perhaps 3 or 4 survive and these are

in poor condition;
• decorative fencing and gates to the circular drive along Northumberland Street; none survive;
• water features in the garden; none survive; and
• perennial and shrub plantings in typical Victorian gardenesque style; none survive.

There are no extant landscape plans or records of which the author is aware and the designer of the original
landscape is unknown, although it is reported that the original owner’s father assisted in the design1.  
   
The existing landscape is comprised of a mowed lawn with scattered trees, some in similar locations to the
originals, others in different locations.  Existing trees are mainly common exotics and native species.

The landscape of 266 - 280 Northumberland Street does not meet the definition of a cultural heritage
landscape.

1 Theresa Goldie Falkner, The Goldie Saga, Section One, 1972, p. 15
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A Cultural Heritage Landscape (CHL) is a location where the influence of humans on the natural
landscape has resulted in a place with distinctive character and cultural importance.  These
historically significant landscapes are valued for the important contribution they make to our
understanding of the history of a place, an event, an individual and/or a community.

CHLs are typically characterized by:
• a concentration of cultural heritage resources, such as buildings, structures and landforms;
• a concentration of supporting structural elements such as vegetation, fences or roads;
• a sense of visual coherence; and
• a distinctiveness which enables the area to be recognized from neighbouring areas.

There are three types of CHLs:
• Designed landscapes, which have been intentionally designed;
• Organically evolved landscapes, which have evolved through human use, and are now either

relics of the past or are continuing to evolve; and
• Associative landscapes, which have powerful religious, artistic or cultural associations, some

of which may have primarily natural elements and limited material cultural evidence.2

Any distinctive character and cultural importance that may have been associated with the Goldie landscape
has been diminished to the extent that it has lost any significance it may have had.

Applying Regulation 9/06 criteria to the landscape:

1. have design value or physical value because it, meets?

a) is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression,
material or construction method,

no

b) displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or no

c) demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement. no

2. have historical value or associative value because it,

a) has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization or
institution that is significant to a community,

yes

b) yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding
of a community or culture, or

no

c) demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer or
theorist who is significant to a community.

no

3. have contextual value because it,

a) is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area, no

b) is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings, or partially

c) is a landmark. no

2 Regional Implementation Guideline for Cultural Heritage Landscape Conservation, Region of Waterloo,

October 2013, p 2
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Although the landscape has direct associations with a person(s) (the Goldie family), that is significant to
a community it is an approximately one-third remnant of its former size and none of the elements of the
original landscape are extant, with the possible exception of a few trees in poor condition.

The landscape of 266 - 280 Northumberland Street does not meet the criteria for significance under
Regulation 9/06.

CHC Limited

per: Owen R. Scott, OALA, FCSLA, CAHP
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